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P R E F A C E 


This  report  incorporates  the  resolutions  of  the 
iB'imailia  Aseoclation  Conference  which  took  place  in  Paris 
hestween  the  1st  and  5th  April,  1975,  both  days  inclueive, 
jviiowlana  Hazar  Imam  Shah  Karim  Al-Kussaini  chaired  the 
Ox>nference,  and  aH  the  resolutions  contained  herein  ax© 
be^sed  on  guidance  received  from,  and  as  finally  approved 
bv*',  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam* 

The  Conference  was  convened,  pursuant  to  Mowlana 
H^siar  Imam's  directive,  by  Count  Sir  Eboo  Pirbhai,  President 
of  H-H,  The  Aga  Khan  Supreme  Council  for  Europe,  Canada 
antd  the  U,S*A.,  and  of  H-H-  The  Aga  Khan  Supreme  Council 
foir  Africa,  Prior  to  it,  two  preparatory  Conferences  were 
also  held,  both  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Count  Sir  Eboo, 
during  which  the  preliminary  work  for  the  Paris  Conference 
was  undertaken.  The  first  preparatory  Conference  took  place 
in  Nairobi  in  February,  1974,  and  the  second  in  Paris  in 
Msjch,  1975,  This  report  Is,  therefore,  to  be  read  in  the 
context  of  the  report  of  the  1974  Nairobi  Conference  , 

The  list  of  delegates  who  attended  the  1975  Paris 
Conference  is  given  overleaf* 

EQBAL  RUPANI 
Co-ordinator 

Ifimailia  Association  Central 
Co-ordinating  Office 

NAIROBI:  5th  May,  1975 


realpatidar.com 


www.realpatidar.com/library 

mail#realpatidar.com 


Page  4 of  64 


1975  -Ismaili  Paris  Conference  Minutes  [852] 


*1 

realpatidar.com 


ISMAH^IA  ASSOCIATION  CONFERENCE 

PARIS  - APRIL,  1975 

LIST  OF  DELEGATES 


CONVEHEKS: 


1,  Count  Sir  Eboo  Pirbhal 


2.  Vara^siani  Gulzar  Muller 


CANADA: 


S*  Amirali  Pirbhai  Haji 


4.  Dr.  Azim  Nanji 


FRANCE: 


President,  Aga  Khan  Supreme 
Councils  for  Europe,  Canada 
and  the  U,S.A.,  and  Africa 

Hon.  General  Secretary, 

Aga  Khan  Supreme  Council 
for  Europe,  Canada  and  the 
U.S.A. 


President,  Lsmailia  Aesociation 
lor  Canada 


Department  of  Religion, 
Dalhousie  University,  Canada 


5^  Alijah  G,  B.  JarLmohamed  President,  lsmailia  Associatioo 

for  Europe 

t 
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1,  REVIEW  OF  FUNDAMErrrAL  CONCEPTS  AND  BELIEFS 


1,1  Fundamental'  Concepts  and  Bellels 


The  pre-Conierence  meeting  in  Paris  reviewed  the 
recojumendationB  of  the  Nairobi  Conference,  which  were  that 
the  following  areas  in  lelamic  and  Ismaili  religious  thought 
and  philosophy  should  receive  Bpecial  emphasLB  ui  all  educational 
and  research  programmes: 

(i)  The  concept  of  God 

(ii)  The  concepts  of  Nabuwah  and  Imamah 

(iii)  The  concept  of  Man 

(iv)  The  concept  of  Religion 

It  was  AGREED  that  the  scope  of  enquiry  under  the 

above  areas  should  also  cover  the  exposition  of  concepts  such 
i 

as  Tanzeel  and  Qiyamal, 

The  pre -Conference  meeting  also  discussed  a paper 
tabled  by  the  Ismailia  Association  for  Pakistan,  entitled 
'■Fundamental  Beliefs  of  IsmaOis'^ 

I 

t 

On  the  subject  of  the  key  areas  referred  to  above, 

Mowlana  Hazax  Imam  directed  that  an  area  dealing  with  the 
relationship  between  Matter  and  Spirit  be  added  to  the  four 
areas  already  identified.  The  Conference  thereupon  RESOLVED 
that  the  following  should  form  the  basis  of  the  Jamat's  approach 
towards  religious  education  and  research  programmes: 
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(1)  The  concept  of  God: 

The  absolute  tranacedauce  oi  God  to  be  emphasleed, 
and  the  Ismaili  belief  in  God  to  be  expounded  3ji 
asaociatlon  with  the  general  stress  on  the  transcedance 
of  God  In  the  Koran,  as  exemplified  partiouiarly  in  the 
Surat^u-Ikhlafi , 

(ii)  The  concepts  ox  r?a'c?uwah  and  Jniamah: 

These  concepts  to  be  explained  and  understood  in  the 
general  perspective  of  God’s  communication  to  man* 

The  Imam  to  be  explained  as  the  ’mazhar’  of  God, 
and  the  relationship  between  God  and  the  Imam  to  be 
related  to  varying  levels  of  inspiration  and  comrounica- 
tlon  from  God  to  man, 

(ill)  The  concept  of  ivlan: 

The  eplrltual  aide  of  man,  which  Is  the  mainstay  of 
Islamic  and  Ismaili  conceptions  of  selfhood,^ to  be 
emphasised  and  explained,  and  the  influence  of 
Western  ideologies  whereby  the  materialistic  conception 
of  man  is  likely  to  become  increasingly  predomiriaiit 
to  be  taken  account  of* 

(iv)  The  concept  of  JRellgion: 

This  to  be  explained  In  line  with  the  Islamic 
understanding  of  religion  as  a whole  way  of  life. 

In  teaching  the  history  of  Islam  and  Ismail  Ism, 
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the  student  to  be  introduced  not  only  to  the  etrictly 
^'religious"*  aspect  of  the  glory  of  iBlam,  but  also 
to  the  total  phenomenon  which  is  characterised  as 
the  "Ifilaniic  civilization*', 

(v)  The  relationship  between  Matter  and  ^Irlt: 

The  relationship  between  the  material  and  spiritual 
aspects  of  human  life  to  be  investigated  in  terms  of 
the  historical  evolution  of  this  concept  in  Islam  and 
Ismallism,  This  is  of  pariiculax  bnporiance  In  light 
of  the  need  to  avoid  the  creation  of  a dichotomy 
between  these  two  facets  of  human  life.  The  essentialiy 
positive  attitude  of  Islam  to  the  material  aspect  of  life, 
in  balance  with  the  spiritual  one,  to  be  highlighted. 

The  Conference  further  RSSCLVED  that,  while  t he 
above  five  areas  are  of  prime  concern  in  the  Jamat's  approach 
towards  religious  education  and  research  programmes,  they  are 
by  no  meajia  exclusive  and  should,  In  effect,  constitute  the 
starting  point  for  research  in  other  areas  as 

Finally,  on  the  subject  of  the  paper  entitled 
"Fundamental  Beliefs  of  Ismail  is’*,  it  w^as  AGREED  that  there 
was  no  need  for  such  a statement  since  the  Constitutions  already 
carry  a statement  of  basic  Ismaili  beliefs. 
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1,2  spiritual  Aspects  of 

After  a review  of  the  recommeiydatioiis  of  the 
Kairohi  Conierejice,  and  pursuant  to  Mowlana  Ka^ar  Imam  "a 


guidance. 

the  following  was  RESOLVED: 

1.2.1 

Efforts  to  be  made  to  make  acceBBl'ole  to 

a larger  percentage  of  the  Jamat,  m a 

compreheTisibifi  form,  Uierature  and 

theological  rnaterial  relating  to  the  spiritual 

aspects  of  IsmailiEm,  This  refers  to  basic 
texts  of  the  Eatimide  and  other  similar  periods, 

as  well  as  to  the  more  recent  Interpretative 

works  by  scholars  Fuch  as  Dr , Ivanow, 

Dr , Corbin,  etc , 

1.2.2 

In  implementing  the  above,  simurLaneouB  efforts 

to  be  made  at  analysing  and  simplifying  the 

relevant  material,  and  at  equipping  members  of 

the  Jaxnat  with  instruments  of  learning  and  tools 

of  comprehension  to  enable  them  to  understand  it- 

1.2.3 

The  analysis  and  simplification  of  the  material  to 

be  undertaken  by  the  proposed  Institute  of  Ismaili 

1 

Studies.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  Ismaiiia  Associations 
to  organise  lectures  on  matters  such  as  Symbolism, 

followed  by  group  discussions,  in  order  to  introduce 
certain  facets  of  the  Subject  to  members  of  the 

Jamat,  Other  appropriate  methods  for  this  purpose 

also  to  be  developed^ 
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1,2,4  The  reconimendation  of  the  Nairobi  Conference 

on  the  oabject  of  explaining  the  inner  meaning  of 
religion  through  diacussionfi  in  email  groups 
to  bo  deferred  for  the  time  being,  in  view  of  the 
lack  of  manpower  of  Bufficient  calibre  to  conduct 
euch  diflcufisions. 
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2,  religious  kites,  HJTTJAI.S  AM>  CEKEMQNIES 


Following  a review  of  the  recommendationfi  of  the 
Nairobi  Conference  and  pursuant  to  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam's 
guidance,  it  was  HE  SOLVED,  in  principle,  that  in  view  of 
differing  conditions  in  various  areas  of  the  Jamat’s  residence, 
it  is  not  desirable  to  attempt  a rigid  unifor mization  of  Kites, 

Rituals  and  Ceremonies, 

Further  to  the  above,  the  following  was  also  RESOLVED: 

2,1  The  Rites,  Rituals  and  Ceremonies  practised  by 
any  given  Jamat  to  take  into  account  that  Jamat's 
soclo- cultural  sentiments  and  traditions* 

2^2  Periodic  consultations  between  all  Ismail ia 

AsBoclatlonB  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  Rites, 

Rituals  and  Ceremonies  to  take  place* 

2.3  Basic  Rites,  Rituals  and  Ceremonies  agreed  upon 
- by  all  AssoGiationB  to  be  practised  in  all  relevant 

areas  as  far  as  possible, 

2.4  The  exercise  of  Implementing  any  changes  in  the 

Rites,  Rituals  and  Ceremonies  agreed  upon  by  all 
Associations  to  be  carried  out  discreetly,  and  the 
fundamental  perspective  to  be  highlighted  when  . . 

explanations  are  to  be  given  in  respect  of  such 

changes*  In  this  respect,  the  Ismailia  Associations 
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to  agree  in  advance  upon  a common  approach, 
and  the  Jamat’s  Mukhi/Ka madia  and  Waezeen  U) 
be  briefed  in  advance  about  the  proposed  changes. 


\ 


Furthermore,  Mowlana  Kazar  Imam’s  guidance 
sougirht  on  certain  specific  practices,  pursuant  to  which 
follo'v^ing  was  RESOLVED: 


. 5 Chanta: 

'Abe  Shafa’  not  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
Chanta.  Water  for  this  purpose  to  be  prepared 
through  the  recitation  of  the  Du'a  of  "Nade  AH’* 
by  the  Mukhi  or  Kamadia. 

2 . 6 Mahadin  Chanta: 

It  is  the  sole  prerogative  of  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam 
to  administer  "Mahadin  Chanta"  to  a living  person. 

However,  for  practical  reasons,  the  Mukhi  or 
Kamadia  may  administer  this  Chanta  to  a deceased 
Pierson. 

2.7  Idd  Namaz: 

Until  such  time  as  the  results  of  the  research 

to  be  made  by  scholars  become  available,  Idd  Namaz 

as  being  presently  recited  in  various  areas  to  continue. 

The  specific  issues  of  incorporating  Mowlana  Hazar 

Imam’s  name  and  the  Kalima  in  the  Idd  Namaz  j 

to  be  discretionary  for  the  present,  and  the  same 

to  be  recited  on  the  basis  of  specific  circumstantpggipg^j^gp 

in  any  given  area. 
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H.  H.  THE  AGA  KHAN  SHIA  IMAMl  IS.MAILlA  ASSOCIATIONS 
(^.)5j®3'P3tidar.com  central  CO-ORDINATING  OFFICE 


Cd  - cirdioH  lor't  OflKc : 

r.  Q.  OoJt 

A J R OBI. 


TcIffiboDc : 3716^ 

Telex:  221^6 

Cebl#;  SUpAEMB 


E R JR  A T U M 


Ke:  REPORT  OF  THE  JSMAILIA  ASSOCIATION  CONFERENCE 

PARIS  - APRIL,  1975 


Resolution  2,8  : Festivals  to  be  observed  by  the  Jam  at 

’^Imamat  Day"  to  be  added  to  the  list 
of  Festivals. 

This  ^vas  inadvertently  omitted  from  the 
list  appearing  on  page  12  of  the  report. 
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2 . fi  Festivals  to  be  observr  d by  the 

The  following  festivals  to  be  observed  by  Jamats 
throughout  the  world: 

Id-uz“Zoha 

Id-e-Ghadir 

‘Navroz 

Id-e^Miladun  Nabi 
Hazrat  All's  Birthday 
Mitaj 

Lailtul-Qadr 

Id-ul-Pitr 

Hazar  Imam’s  Birthday 

2.0  ’'Nandi’’: 

In  view  of  the  tradition  underlying  ’'Nandi",  and 

taking  Into  consideraiion  the  significance  attached 

to  It  by  members  of  the  Jamat,  this  custom  to 

continue , However,  care  to  be  taken  to  ensure 

that  such  continuance  does  not  inconvenience 

prevailing  Indigenous  norms  in  the  new  areas  of 

the  Jamat's  settlement;  this  may  be  done  through 

measures  such  as  the  proper  packing  of  food  for  ; 

"Nandi'’,  ' j 

I 

2.10  "Sulu-it":  f 

In  view  of  the  tradition  underlying  ’'Sukrli"  and  of  ' ' 

its  significance,  distribution  of  "Sukrlt"  at  the  = 

*Ghat-Paat’  to  continue;  sweets  may  only  be  distributed  ] 

If  practical  difficulties  are  encountered  In  the  realpatidar.com 

3 

preparation  and  distribution  of  "Sbkrit",  f 
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a.  11  Instrumental  accompaniroent  during  recitation  of  Gln2.nfl: 

The  recitation  of  Ginans  in  Jamatkhana  to  continue 
without  instrumental  musical  accompaniment.  The 
issue  of  musical  accompaniment  during  recitation  of 
Ginans  at  pre-arranged  gatherings  outside  the 
Jamatkhana  premises,  to  be  considered  on  a case 
by  case  basis  Jointly  by  the  Ismailia  Association 
and  the  National /Federal  Council  of  the  area 
concerned,  provided  that  the  gathering  is  restricted 
to  members  of  the  Jamat  and  that  due  decorum  and 
dignity  befitting  the  sanctity  of  Ginans  are  observed. 
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3,  RESEARCH  ACTIVITJES 


3,1 


The  Inatitute  of  Ismaili  Studies 


Alter  a review  of  the  recommendations  of  the 


Nairobi  Conference,  and  pursuant  to  Mowlana  Hazax  Imam’s 
guidance,  the  following  was  RESOLVED; 


3,1,1.  A Research  Centre  to  be  created  in  London 


lor  the  purpose  of  studying  and  projecting 
In  a valid  scholastic  manner  the  spiritual , 
intellectual  and  cultural  heritage  of  Ismail isin 
in  particular  within  the  context  of  Islam 
as  a whole. 


3,1.2.  The  centre  to  be  known  as  the  "Institute  of 
Ismaili  Studies". 


3,1.3.  The  Institute’s  functions  to  be  as  follows: 


(1)  undertake  original  research  on  scholastic 
lines  with  a view  to: 

(a)  compUlng  basic  reference  works 


for  research  purposes. 


(b)  inquiring  into  the  origins  and  evolution 
of  the  external  aspects  of  our  religion. 


(c)  throwing  light  on  obscure  points  in  our 
knowledge  of  Ismaili  and  Islamic 
philosophy  and  history. 


(d)  prepax  mg  critical  editions  of  lemalli 

manuscripts. 
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(li) 

(111) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vl) 

(vli) 

(vlil) 

(ix) 


www.realpatidar.com/library 

nnail#realpatidar.conn 


■ 

15. 


accept  research  assistants  to  be  attached  to 
the  Institute. 

guide  Ismaili  students  doing  research  on 
Ismailism  in  other  educational  establishments. 

assist  in  the  task  of  re-framing  the  whole 
structure  of  religious  education  in  the  Jamal, 
so  as  to  give  it  a strong  spiritual  and 
intellectual  btas. 

assist  the  various  Ismailia  Associations  in 
organising  training  courses  for  Religion 
Teachers  and  Waezeen. 

assist  in  the  task  of  providing  basic  material 
for  religious  text-books  and  handbooks. 

translate  books  and  learned  articles  on  Islamic, 
Ismaili  and  allied  subjects,  into  languages 
more  familiar  to  Ismaili  Jamats. 

have  an  active  publishing  policy  whereby  works 
on  Ismailism  and  related  subjects,  Including 
doctoral  theses,  learned  articles  and  manuscripts 
are  published.  This  is  to  Include  publication  of 
original  works  and  the  re-publication  of  other 
standard  works,  such  as  those  of  Dr.  Ivanow. 

edit  and  publish  an  academic  journal  of 
Ismaili  studies. 
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establish,  organise,  develop  and  maintain 
systematically  a central  library  of  primary 
and  secondary  sources,  learned  tDaterial, 
books,  manuscripts,  microfilms,  microfiches, 
learned  journals  and  periodicals;  and  establish 
a centralized  Ismaili  archives  of  works  related 
to  Ismaili  Btudies  and  provide  counselllJig  to 
other  Is  mail  la  Association  libraries^ 


(xl)  provide  informative  and  well-written  academic 
or  feature  articles  on  Ismailism  to  other 
Ismaili  and  non-Ismaili  periodicals  and  journals- 

(xii)  represent  the  Ismaili  view -point  and  read  papers 
on  Ismaili  studies  at  national  and  international 
conferences^ 

(xili)  convene  and  organise  periodically  international 
conferences  of  Ismaili  studies  in  different 
centres  of  tlve  Ismaili  world,  to  coincide  with 
the  commemoration  of  an  appropriate  event  in 
Ismaili  history, 

(xlv)  organise  a Museum  for  the  preservation  and 

coUection  of  cultural,  historical,  archaeological ^ 
nuniiematic  and  other  artefacts  of  our  heritage , 


(xv)  provide  visiting  Professors  to  other  irLstltutions 
of  higher  learning. 
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(xvi)  arrange  study  tours  for  and  vcrkshops  by 
research  scholarB, 

(xvii)  develop  a scholarship  and  cDuneelling 

programme  for  potential  students  in  Ismaili 
and  Islamic  studies, 

Cxvlii)  establish  and  consolidate  fruitful  relationBhipe 
with  individual  scholars  and  institutionB  ol 
academic  learning  in  related  fields,  and 
whenever  possible,  have  them  provide 
lectures  or  series  of  lectures  to  the  Institute, 
which  may  be  either  public  or  private, 

(xlx)  assist  iBmallla  AssocialionB  in  tracing  the 

origins  and  basis  of  our  tenets  and  practices , 

(xx)  motlv-ate  Ismaili  stu dents,  at  the  post-graduate 
level,  to  Join  the  InsUtute  on  completion  of 
their  studies - 

(xod)'  provide  refresher  courses  on  a short-term 
basis  for  Al-Waez  and  Religion  Teachers,  . 

3,1,4  The  Institute  to  be  governed  by  a Board  of  Governors  ' 
under  the  Cliatrinanship  of  Mowlana  Bazar  Imam,  and 
to  be  composed  of  the  following: 

realpatidar.com 
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(i)  Count  Sir  Ebon  Pirbhai. 

(li)  Mr.  Michael  Curtis. 

(ill)  One  member  of  the  faculty. 

(iv)  Other  Jamati  leaders  to  represent 

various  areas  of  the  Jamat’s  residence 

- to  be  appointed  by  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam, 

(v)  Any  other  person  to  be  appointed  at  the 
discretion  of  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam. 

3.1.5  The  Board  of  Governors  to  meet  at  least  twice  a year, 
or  more  frequently,  if  necessary. 

V 3.1.6  The  faculty  members  of  the  Listitute  to  consist  of 

Ismaili  scholars  who  have  achieved  a certain  level  of 
excellence  in  their  respective  fields  of  studies  relevant 
to  Islam,  Ismailism  and  allied  subjects. 


3.1.7  An  Executive  Officer  to  be  appointed  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  undertake  all  the  initial  ground-work  for  the  creation 
of  the  Institute  and  thereafter  to  continue  as  its  senior 
administrative  officer,  working  under  the  direction  of  ^ 
the  Board  of  Governors. 

3.1.8  The  Institute  to  seek  affiliation  with  one  or  more  of 
the  following  institutions: 

(i)  London  University  (U.K.) 

(ii)  University  of  Brussels.  (Belgium) 

(iil)  Harvard  University  (U.S.A,) 

;(iv)  McGill  University  (Canada)  • . 
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(v)  Peshawar  or  Islamabad  University  (Pakistan) 

(vi)  American  University  of  Beirut  (Lebanon) 

(vii)  Meshed  or  Teheran  University  (Iran) 

(viii)  University  of  Tunis  (Tunisia) 

(ix)  Sorbonne  (France) 

(x)  University  of  Naples  (Italy) 


3.1.9  Such  affiliation  to  be  reviewed  from  time  to  time,  and 
to  take  account  of  changing  academic  standards  at 
various  centres  of  higher  learning. 


3.1.10  Finance  for  the  creation  of  the  Institute  to  be  organised 
from  the  following  sources: 

(!)  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam 

(ii)  Aga  Khan  Foundation 

(iii)  Jamati  contributions. 


» I • j 

[ 


r 

I 
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3.2 

lamaill  History 

Pursuant  to  Mow! ana  Hazar  Imam’s  guidance, 

It  was  RESOLVED  that  efforts  in  the  area  of  Isroalll  history 
be  motivated  by  the  following: 


3.2,1 

To  carry  out  a scru pious  search  of  the  historical 

development  of  Islam  and  Ismailism,  h:  an 
empirical  spirit  and  baaed  on  primary  sources. 

3.2,2 

To  simultaneously  conduct  a parallel  study  of  the 

history  of  ideas  In  Islam  and  IsmaiUsm, 

3*2.3 

Where  specific  events  In  IsmaOi  history  have  been 

either  distorted  or  misrepresented,  to  attempt  an 
elaboration  of  the  Ismaili  interpretation  of  such 

events  on  the  basis  of  authentic  historical 

methodology. 

3.2.4 

In  our  history  of  ideas,  to  trace  back  Id  their 
roots  and  to  place  In  a proper  chronoiogical 

perspective  certain  motifs  which  are  meant  to 

convey  symbolical  rzther  than  historical  realities. 

It  was  further  RESOLVED  that  the  Institute  of  Ismaili 

Studies  to  undertaJce,  as  a priority  project,  the  task  of  compiling 
a substantial  document  of  Ismalll  history  in  the  context  of  the 
above  principles,  and  in  so  doing,  to  also  -consider  the  systematic 
exposition  of  factors  such  as  Ismaili  thought,  art,  literature  and 


theology . 
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3.3 

Kooran  Mubeen 

After  a review  of  the  recommendations  of  the 

Nairobi  Conference,  and  pur  6u  ant  to  M owl  ana  Hazar  Imam’s 
guidance,  the  following  was  HESOLVEJD: 


. 3,34 

The  Nooran  Mubeen  no  longer  to  be  made 

available  to  the  Jamat  as  a standard  text-book  ' 

of  lamaiH  history. 

: 3.3,2 

Notwithstanding  the  above  , the  Nooran  Mubeen 
to  remain  as  a document  for  research  purposes. 

3.3,3 

Over  a period  of  time,  the  compilation  of  a 

complete  and  elaborate  document  on  Ismaili  history 

to  be  undertaken  by  the  Institute  of  Ismaili  Studies, 

3.3.4 

For  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  immediate  demand 

within  the  Jamat,  the  lama  ilia  Association  for 

Pakistan  to  compile  a short  and  concise  text  to 

serve  as  a standard  history  of  our  Imams, 

3.3,6 

In  the  absence  of  any  other  im in ed lately  available 

source,  tJie  lernaUla  Association  for  Pakistan  to 

base  the  proposed  concise  text  on  the  Nooran  Mubeen  t 

leaving  out  the  theological  content  thereof. 

34.6 

The  said  concise  text  to  be  made  ava0able  in 

languages  such  as  Urdu,  Gujrati,  English,  French, 

Persian  and  Arabic, 

realpatidar.com 
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3,3,7  The  Isjoallla  ABsoclatlcn  for  Pakietan  to  circulate  by 
30th  September,  1975,  a draft  of  the  first  volume  of 
the  proposed  text  (dealijig  with  the  period  of  IsinaUi 
history  from  the  first  to  the  19th  Imam)  in  Urdu  and 
Gujrati,  Lo  all  other  Assoc  hit  ions  for  comments  and  '■ 

suggestions.  Likewise,  the  second  volume  {deaUng  ! 

with  the  period  of  lamaUl  history  from  the  2[>th  Imain  . , 

to  the  present  Imam)  to  be  circulated  by  the  end  of 
March,  1970.  The  full  text  to  be  ready  for  printing 
by  30th  June,  1976, 

3-3.8  The  final  text  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Co-ordinator  ! 

by  3lBt  July,  1976.  ' 

■3.3.9  Special  consideration  to  be  given  to  the  linguistic  . 

element  In  the  material  to  be  produced.  ! 

:| 

i> 

■j 

■ '-'i 

'■j 

J iV 

i! 
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4,  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 


I 

I 

I 

I 


After  a review  of  the  re  comm  endat  lone  of  the  Nairobi 
Conference,  and  pnrsnant  to  Mowlana  Hazar  Imain'B  guidance, 
the  following  waa  HJE SOLVED; 

4-1  General 


A department  to  be  set  up  at  the  Headquarters  of 
the  lEmallla  Association  for  Kenya,  for  the  purpose 
of  Buper vising  the  programme  of  preparing  an 
overall  plan  for  religious  education  comprisljig 
such  factors  as  syllabi,  teaching  methods,  manpower, 
basic  text^ books,  night  school  programme, 
correspondence  courses,  audio-vleual  material,  etc*, 
along  the  following  lines: 

(i)  The  material  to  be  made  available  in  all 

the  required  languages  as  would  be  necessary 
’ for  the  Jamats  in  various  countries, 

(U)  The  final  material  to  be  of  a standard  as 
would  correspond  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Jamat  in  various  countries, 

t 

(Hi)  In  addition  to  the  actual  content,  the  linguistic 
element  in  the  material  to  be  given  special 
consideration  before  final,  printing  is  undertaken, 
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(iv) 

The  preparation  of  the  material  to  Incorporate 

a plan  for  teaching  Arabic  or,  as  a second 
choice,  Persian  as  an  oriental  language, 

in  addition  to  any  vernacular  language  such 

as  Gujratl  and  Urdu, 

(V) 

The  program! me  to  devise  methods  of  imparting 
reUgious  education  to  all  Ismaili  children, 

whether  in  community- run  schools,  or  In  other 

school e;  this  also  to  apply  to  University 

students  and  other  adult  members  of  the  Jamat 

generally. 

4,2  Pro^ra.mme  of  preparing  an  overall  plan 

4*2,1  The  progra;mme  to  be  carried  out  In  two  phaeoH,  tIz: 

Fhaeo  1 : Preparatory 

Phase  2 : Implementation 

4.2,2  Phase  1 (Preparatory)  to  extend  over  the  period 
1st  May,  1975,  to  30th  April,  19T6.  This  phase 
to  also  cover  many  aepecte  of  Phase  2 (Implementation) 
In  the  sense  that  the  methodology  of  implementation 
to  be  determined  at  the  same  time  as  the  mater lal  Is  ' 
belXLg  prepared.  However,  the  complete  progTamme 
for  Phase  2 to  be  formalised  upon  completion  of 
Phase  1 , — . ■ 
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4*2.S  Phase  1 to  be  Implemented  in  four  stages  as  follows: 
Stage  l! 

Between  let  I^y  and  15th  July,  1975^  the  Ismallia 
Association  for  Kenya  to  collate  mTormation  from 
all  other  Ismail ia  Associations  pertaining  to  existing 
eyllabi,  manpower,  basic  text -books,  etc- 


Stage  2: 

Between  16th  July  and  15th  August,  1975,  the  lemallta 
Assoc  bit  ion  for  Kenya  to  convene  a meeting  In  Kalrobl 
of  the  representatives  of  all  Ismail  la  Associations; 
the  following  categories  of  personnel  to  be  represented 
at  this  meeting: 

(i)  Scholar 

(ii)  Secular  Teacher 

(ill)  Religion  Teacher 

- (Iv)  Ai-Waez 

(v)  E du  cat ional let /Psychologist /Methode  Expert 

(vi)  Syllabi  De signer 

(vli)  Administrntor 

(vili)  Audio-visual  Expert 

(ix)  Any  other,  as  required,  ^ 

The  meeting  to  carry  out  the  following  functloas; 

(1)  Prepare  an  outline  of  syllabi  based  on 

the  data  collected  by  the  IsmaUla 
Asaociatloa  for  Kenya,  . 
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• (11)  Prepare  a basic  outline  of  material 

required  for  teacliing. 

(Ill)  Work  out  a methodology  for  adoption  of 
the  proposed  syllabi. 

(iv)  Prepare  a time-table  for  re-allocation 
of  experts/pereonnel. 

(v)  Prepare  a detailed  programme  for 
correspondence  courses. 

(vl)  Prepare  a scheme  for  audio-visual  aids. 

(vii)  Assign  to  individual  Ismail ia  Associations 
the  respKjnsibility  for  preparing  material 
for  each  of  the  above  categories. 

(viii)  Determine  the  costmg  for  the  above. 
Stage  3: 

(1)  Actual  preparation  of  syllabi,  etc.,  by 

individual  Associations  as  assigned  to 
them  under  Stage  2. 

(ii)  The  Ismailia  Association  for  Kenya  to 

follow  up  the  responsibilities  assigned  to 
individual  Associations,  and  to  collate 
all  the  material  prepared  by  them. 
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(111)  preparation  to^be  made  by  the  lemallia 

Association  for  Kenya  for  a second  meeting 
(which  would  constitute  Stage  4)  in  Nairobi, 
to  finalise  the  completion  of  Phase  1 . 

Stage  4: 

In  May,  1976,  the  IsmaJIla  Association  for  Kenya  to 
convene  a meeting  in  Nairobi,  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  and  finalising  the  implementatlDn  aspect 
of  this  programme. 


4,3  Progress  Reports 

4.3 .1  The  Ismail iJL  Association  for  Kenya  to  submit 
progress  reports  to  the  Co-ordinator  at  three 
montlily  intervale;  copies  thereof  also  to  be  sent 
to  th  e Presidents  of  all  Is  mall  la  Assoc  iatlo  ns 
and  all  National /Federal  Councils. 

4.3.2  The  expenses  for  implementing  the  whole  programme, 
which  are  estimated  at  £10,000,  to  be  met  through 
Mowlana  Bazar  Imam’s  grant. 


realpatidar.com 


www.realpatidar.com/library 

nnail#realpatidar.conn 


Page  32  of  64 


1975  -Ismaili  Paris  Conference  Minutes  [852] 


1 

I 


realpatidar.com 

5,  MISSION  WORK  AND  MISSIONARIES 


Aiter  a review  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Nairobi 
Conference,  and  poreuanf:  to  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam's  guidance, 
the  following  was  RESOLVED; 


5 . 1 General 

5.1<1  The  term  ''MiSBionary’'  be  replaced  by  "Ai-Waez*^ 

5,1*2  Urgent  efforts  be  made  to  prepare  new  Waezeen, 

and  these  efforts  be  geared  towards  the  creation  of 
an  ’'elite’'  class. 


5.1.3  Urgent  efforts  be  made  to  up-grade  the  level  of 
education  and  proficiency  of  existing  Waezeen, 

5.1.4  These  efforts  be  based  on  an  iiBeesement  of  the 
regu iremejita  for  well-qualified  and  adequately- 
trained  Waozeen,  in  different  areas  of  Jamatl 

settlement,  lo  'oe  determined  on  the  basis  of  the  ^ , 

specific  lingua -franca  of  the  various  Jamats,  such 
as  English,  French,  Arabic,  Persian,  Urdu,  | 

Gujrati,  etc* 

* \ 

5.1.5  A minimum  acceptable  level  of  education  at  which 

a person  may  be  accepted  for  tracing  be  established* 


1 
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6.1.8 

5.1.9 

5.1.10 


29. 


In  creating  an  **elite’’  class  of  Waezeen,  due 
consideration  and  importance  be  given  to  the  need 
to  stimulate  suitable  personnel  to  undertake  this 
vocation,  and  to  encourage  such  personnel  to  continue 
in  it.  Tills  bo  dono  tlirough  inlllatlng  accoptnble 
conditions  of  service  in  terms  of  remuneration, 
incentives,  allowances,  status,  etc. 

For  the  purpose  of  Iniplonientlng  liuniediately 
a number  of  tJie  above  resolutions,  the  existing 
Waezeen  training  centres  in  Karachi  and  Bombay 
be  strengthened  (dotails  in  Section  5.2(1)  below). 

A working  committee  be  establlshod  to  work 
on  the  creation  of  anotJier  high-calibre  training 
programme  at  an  international  level  and  of 
international  standards  (details  in  Section  5.2(ii)  below). 

The  proposed  Institute  of  Ismaili  Studies  be  involved 
in  the  preparation  of  Waezeen. 

Upon  the  proposed  Institute  of  Ismaili  Studies 
becoming  functional  a programme  be  devised  whereby 
Waezeen  can  undergo  refresher  courses  and/or  other 
special  courses  which  would  keep  them  abreast  of  # 
latest  advances  and  developments  in  the  fields  of 
Islamic,  Ismaili  and  allied  studies. 

f 
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5.2  Training  Programme  for  Waezeen/Religion  Teachers 


(i)  Immediate  Strengthening  and  Utilization  of 
Training  Centres  in  K2Lrachi  and  Bombay: 

5.2.1  These  two  institutions  to  undertake  a 2-year 
programme  of  training  new  Waezeen/Religion 
Teachers,  primarily  to  cater  for  local  needs. 

5.2.2  The  existing  staff  at  these  two  institutions 

to  be  supplemented  with  additional  personnel, 
to  be  recruited  locally  by  the  two  respective 
Ismailia  Associations  (see  chart  for  costing). 

5.2.3  Provision  to  be  made  for  additional  books  and 
equipment  (see  chart  for  costing). 


5.2.4  30  students  to  be  accepted  for  training  at  each 
respective  centre  (total  60),  with  their  travelling 
expenses,  boarding  and  lodging  and  other  charges 
being  paid  for  by  each  respective  Association 
(see  chart  for  costing). 

5.2.5  Total  cost  for  the  two-year  programme  to  be 
approximately  £50,000  for  Bombay,  and  £30,000 
for  Karachi  (see  chart  for  costing). 
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(11)  The  InternatioTial  Programme: 

5*2-6  This  programme  to  be  based  in  London . 

5.2.7  The  scope  of  the  programme  to  be  the 
preparation  of  tVaezeen  and  Religion  Teachers 
of  an  international  standard,  initially  In  a 
limited  quantity, 

5.2.8  The  initial  student  body  to  number'  30  individual  a, 
selected  on  the  basis  of  quotas  for  each  major 
area  of  Jamatl  settlement  (see  chart  for  details), 

5,2.6  . Minimum  entry  requirement  to  be  B,A,/B,6c-j 

or  Its  equivalent, 

5,3.10  Each  course  to  be  of  two  years^  duration, 

i . 

^ 6,2.11  . Courses  to  be  patterned  on  College /University 

lines,  and  to  Include  factors  such  ae  the  theory 
■ of  education  and  teacher  training, 

5,2.12  Suggested  readings  for  the  curriculum  content 
to  be  as  follows: 

' ^ Islamic /Ismaili  Studies 

Philosophy 

/ Languages 

' Psychology 

Theory  of  Education  - . 

. ' ■ Comparative  Religions  ' 
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5*2*13  A working  committee  to  be  Bet  np  under 
the  convenor  ship  of  the  President  of  the 
Ismail ia  Association  for  the  U*K.,  and 
to  be  composed  of  representatives  from 
other  AssociationSj  at  least  one  scholar, 
representatives  from  the  Supreme  Council 
for  Europe,  Canada  and  the  I},S,A,  and 
the  respective  Federal  Councils  for  India 
and  Pakistan,  as  well  as  from  Iran  and  Syria. 

5*2*14  The  committee  to  operate  within  a time-frame 
of  180  days  beginning  from  May,  1975,  and 
to  prepare  a detailed  plan  for  the  above, 
to  be  submitted  for  Mo wlana  Hazar  Imam's 
. consideration  by  December,  1975.  The 
committee  to  submit  progresB  reports  to  the 
Co-ordinator  at  eight-week  intervals* 


5,3  Pu  net  ions  of  Ismailia  Associations  in  Waezeen  activities: 


(i)  General: 

5*3.1  All  Waezeen  activities  to  be  centralised  under 

the  control  of  the  Ismailia  Association  head- 
quarters of  any  given  area. 


5,3,2  The  Ismailia  Association  to  ensure  that  due 

status  and  dignity  are  accorded  to  Waezeen* 
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5»3*3  The  Ismail ia  Assc/ciation  to  "work  in 

consultation  with  local  Councils  and  Mukhi- 
Kaniadias  in  arranging  regular  Waez  programmes 
for  all  Jamatkhanas  in  the  area,  utilising  both 
paid  as  well  as  honorary  Waezeen, 

6.3*4  The,Iemallta  Association  to  ensure  that  all 
Waezeen,  whether  paid  or  honorary,  confine 
the  content  of  their  Waez  solely  to  religious 
matters. 


5.3.5  The  Ismailia  Association  to  ensure  that  all 
visiting  Waezeen,  whether  paid  or  honorary, 
wishing  to  preach  in  Its  area  of  jurisdiction, 
are  in  possession  of  a Waez  certificate  and  an 
appropriate  letter  of  authority  from  their 
respective  home  Association* 

5.3.6  The  Ismailia  Associations  to  generally  co-operate 
with  each  other  in  arranging  exchange  programmes 
for  Waezeen,  thus  on  the  one  hand  exposing 
Waezeen  to  larger  and  more  varied  audiences 

and  on  the  other  hand  exposing  the  Jamat  to  a 
variety  of  Waezeen, 

5.3.7  The  Ismailia  Associations  to  consult  and  liaise 
with  the  respective  Federal /National  Councils 

' in  fulfilling  their  functions. 
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(ii) 

Training  and  Maintenance  of  Standards: 

5,3,B 

The  Ismail ia  Association  to  arrange 
refresher  courses,  seminars,  lectures, 
etc.,,  for  paid  as  well  as  honorary  Waezeen* 

5.3.9 

The  Ism  ail  ia  Association  to  create  and 

control  an  adequate  reference  library 

and  a department  for  special  aids  for  use 

by  Waezeen,  which  would  include  audio-visual 

material,  secretarial  services,  stationery, 

etc . 

5,3,10 

The  Ismailia  Association  to  encourage  the 

concept  of  self -betterment  in  Waezeen,  and 

in  so  doing  to  create  a system  of  periodic 

tests  and  checks. 

5,3.11 

On  the  basis  of  the  above,  the  Ismailia 

Association,  in  consultation  with  the 

appropriate  higher  Council,  to  institute  a ■ 

system  of  registering  and  certifying  all  ; 

Waezeen,  whether  paid  or  honorary,  ? 
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( 1 ii)  Organization  and  Terms  of  Service: 

5.3,12  As  far  as  possible,  each  Isjnailia  Association 

to  have  on  Its  eiail  an  Al-Waez  to  asBist  the 

Pr eelclent  In  co-ordinating  and  up-grading 

Waezeon  activities,  through  measures  such  asi 

(1)  maintenance  ol  proper  and  periodically 
up-daled  records  of  all  Waezeen  In  the 
area,  both  paid  and  honorary.  In  the 
ciiBG  of  paid  ‘Waozoen,  such  rocords  to 
irjclude  cfotailH  of  their  tornis  of  nervlco, 

(2)  awHlgnlng  Waez  ckiLJow  to  all  Wmjzoen. 

(3)  preparing  progriunmos  ^for  Waozeon 
proceeding  on  duty,  also  adequately 
briefing  such  Waezeen  on  part  icular 
issues  to  be  treated  in  areas  to  be 
visited. 

(4)  receiving  regular  reports  from  AVaezeen, 

(5)  on  the  basis  of  the  above,  and  of 
independent  reports,  setting  vip  a system  , 
of  evaluating  the  record  and  performance 
of  each  Al-Waez, 

(6)  maintenance  of  a record  of  centres  of 
the  Jamat's  residence  in  the  area,  with 
details  of  any  special  circumstances 

prevailing  in  any  Buch  centre.  realpatidar.com 
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36. 


(7)  advising  and  briefing  visiting  Waezeen. 

(8)  organizing  regular  meetings  of  all 
Waezeen  for  the  exchange  of  information 
and  views. 

(9)  working  out  a common  approach  to 
various  issues,  to  be  adopted  by  all 
Waezeen  in  the  course  of  their  work. 


5.3.13  ]n  the  absence  of  an  Al-Wacz  to  assist  In  the 
above  tasks,  tlio  Prcsidcmt  of  tJie  Ismailia 
Association  to  arrange  for  a suitable  person 
to  be  assigned  Diose  duties. 

5.3.14  On  the  basis  of  the  evaluation  system 
s^gljeEted  in  (5)  above,  the  Ismailia 
Association  to  work  out  a scheme  for 
promotion,  increments,  incentives  and 
fringe  benefits  for  paid  Waezeen. 

5.3.15  The  Ismailia  Association  to  establish  a 
system  of  reimbursing  legitimate  expenditure 
on  transportation,  etc.,  incurred  by  Waezeen 
who  are  required  to  travel  in  the  course  of 
their  duties. 
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TRAINING  OF  WAEZEEN  AND  RELIGION  TEACHERS 
(2-Yeax  Programme) 

ANNUAL  EXPENDITURE  SCHEDULE  (Estimate) 


JNDIA 

PAKISTAN 

LONDON 

Intake  of  Students 

30 

30 

30 

Rs. 

Rs. 

£ 

Salaries:  I Supervisor 

24,000 

- 

- 

Part-time  Lecturers 

72,000 

14,000 

- 

1 Full-time  Teacher/ 
Supervisor 

- 

- 

5,000 

4 Full-time  Teachers 

- 

- 

16,000 

3 Part-time  Teachers 

- 

- 

6,000 

Secretarial 

- 

3,000 

Travelling 

- 

20,000 

6,000 

Boarding  & Lodging 

270,000 

50,000 

22,000 

Stipend 

90,000 

114,000 

16,000 

Books 

20,000 

60,000 

4,000 

Rental  of  premises 

- 

- 

12,000 

Miiicellaneous 

24 , 000 

42,000 

10,000 

Rs. 500,000 

Rs. 300, 000 

£100,000 

Tot  al 

Cost  for  One  Year: 

= . £25,000 

£15,000 

£100,000 

Total 

Cost  of  the  Programme 

(2  years)  : 

£50,000 

£30,000 

£200,000 

Cost 

per  student : 

l-year  2-year6 

No.  of 
Students 

Total  Cost 
(2-years) 

INDIA 

PAKISTAN 

LONDON 

£ £ 

835  1,670 

500  1,000 

3,335  6,670 

30 

30 

30 

£ 

50,000  » 

30  000 

28_0^q0£ 
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Students  to  be  drawn 
IKDIA: 

PAKISTAN: 

LONDON: 


38. 


from  : 

30  from  all  over  India, 

20  from  all  over  Pakistan 

10  from  Iran  and  Malaysia 
30 

4 from  United  Kingdom 
4 from  Europe 
4 from  Canada 

3 from  U.S,A. 

4 from  Syria 

4 from  Pakistan 
4 from  India 

__3_trom  Africa 
30 

i 

i 
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39. 


6.  PUBLICATIONS 


After  a review  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Nairobi 
Conference,  and  pursuant  to  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam’s  guidance,  the 
following  was  RESOLVED: 

G . 1 Publications  by  Ismaili  individuals  and  institutions; 

6.1.1  Publications  by  Ismaili  individuals  on  matters 
involving  the  Ismaili  community,  its  beliefs, 
practices,  traditipns  and  liistory,  to  be  subject 
to  the  relevant  articles  in  the  Holy  Constitution. 

6.1.2  Ismaili  researchers  to  inform  the  Ismaiiia 
Association  of  their  respective  area  about  the 
publication  of  any  of  their  scholarly  texts  or 
papers  on  the  Ismaili  faith,  in  order  to  ensure 
close  liaison  between  the  Association  and  tJie 
researchers. 


6.1.3  Books,  cassettes  and  any  other  material  of  a 
religious  nature  to  be  sold  in  Jamati  premises 
only  under  the  control  of  the  Ismaiiia  Association. 
The  Jamat  to  be  advised  not  J.o  support  such 
material  being  sold  otherwise. 


6.1.4 


In  the  case  of  publications  by  individuals  which 


are  in  contravention  of  relevant  Articles  of  the 
Holy  Constitution,  the  Ismaiiia  Association  to  bring 
such  publications  to  the  attention  of  the  National/ 
Federal  Council  of  the  country  concerned,  so  that 
suitable  action  may  be  taken. 
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6*1,5  Any  IsTnailia  ABSociaticn  intending  to  underta3i:e 
the  re-printing  of  publications  brought  out  by 
their  counterparts  elsewhere,  must  obtain  prior 
consent  and  approval  of  the  original  publisher* 

6*1*6  The  Ismailia  Associations  to  take  appropriate 
action  to  diecourage  indlvidualB,  Ismaili  or 
non-Ismaili,  from  printing  the  photograph  of 
Mowlana  Hazar  Imam  on  items  such  as  festival 
cards,  calendars,  etc* 

6*1,7  The  Ismaiiia  Associations  to  liaise  with  their 
respective  National /Federal  Counc  ils  in  the 
matter  of  publications,  and  to  refrain  from 
publishing  material  which  deals  with  matters  of 
a social,  economic  or  political  nature,  w)iich 
could  be  misinterpreted*  This  also  ro  apply 
to  the  publication  of  such  religious  material 
as  could  be  misinterpreted  either  within  or 
outside  the  Jamat, 
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6,2  Printing  of  FIRMANS 


Firrnanfi  of  Mowlana  Sultan  Mohamed  Shah: 

6,2.1 

The  respective  Ismail ia  Associations  of  Pakistan, 

India  and  Kenya  to  consult  on  the  texts  of  the 

Gujrati  translations  of  selected  Firmans  of 

Mowlana  Sultan  Mohamed  Shah,  compiled  by 

the  Ismailia  Association  for  Pakistan  in  two 

volumes  as  GAWHAJR-E-REHEMAT,  Parte  I and 

XI,  and  thereafter  to  arrange  for  the  completion 

of  their  printing  at  Karachi,  Bombay  and  Nairobi 

by  11th  July,  1975, 

6.2,2 

Likew'ise,  after  suitable  consultations  amongst 

the  tJiree  Assoc mtions,  the  texts  of  selected 

Firmans  already  published  as  GEMS  OF  HEALTH, 

ROOHANT  RAAZ  and  ROOHANl  KOSHNI  to  be 

printed  as  necessary,  and  thereafter  to  be  made 
available  to  the  Jamats  by  31st  October,  1975, 

6,2.3 

Copies  of  selected  Firmans  of  Baitul- Khyal , 

of  Mowlana  Sultan  Mohamed  Shah,  which  have 

been  compiled  by  the  respective  Ismailia 

Associations  for  Pakistan  and  India,  to  be  sent 

to  all  Ismailia  Associations  by  the  end  of  May, 

1975,  for  subsequent  circulation  to  Baitul -Khyal 

Manclis . 
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6,2,4 

The  Co-ordinator  to  reguefit  all  communal  bodies 
(ABsociations,  National/Federal  CouncilSj  etc)  to 
forward  all  Firmans , whether  in  manu script, 
printed  or  any  other  form,  of  M owl  ana  Sultan 

Mohamed  Shah,  Mowlana  Shah  H ass  anal  i Shah 

and  Mowlana  Aga  Ali  Shah,  to  the  Ismail ia 

ABSOciation  for  Pakistan  by  31ct  December,  1975, 

These  bodies  also  to  request  individual  members 

of  their  respective  Jamats,  through  suitable 

announcements,  to  make  available  any  such  material 

which  may  be  in  their  possesBion. 

6,2,5 

The  Ism  ail  la  Association  for  Pakistan  to  collate 

the  material,  prepare  a bibliography  and  forward 

it  to  the  Co-ordinator  by  30th  June,  1976, 

6,2,6 

The  Co-ordinator  to  arrange  for  the  transfer  of  the 

original  material  collected  by  the  Is  mail  ia  Association 

for  Pakistan,  to  the  Institute  of  iBmaili  Studies, 

6,2,7 

The  Co-ordinator  to  include  on  the  agenda  of  the 

next  joint  meeting  of  the  Ismail  ia  Association 

Presidents,  the  matter  of  further  action  to  be  taken 

in  respect  of  this  material , 
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(ii)  Firmans  of  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam  approved  for  release: 

, Ismailia  Association  of  all  other  countries 

to  send  to  the  Ismailia  Association  for  Pakistan 
by  30th  June,  1975,  copies  of  those  Firmans  of 
Mowlana  Hazar  Imam  made  since  1957,  which 
have  been  approved  by  him  for  release,  preferably 
with  the  original  tapes  where  these  are  available. 


. :;9  The  Ismailia  Association  for  Pakistan  to  compile 

subject-wise  texts  of  these  Firmans  and  circulate 
them  to  the  Presidents  of  all  Ismailia  Associations 
by  30th  September,  1975. 

.^0  Upon  receiving  these  texts,  each  Ismailia 

Association  to  consult  with  its  respective  National/ 
Federal  Council,  as  to  their  suitability  for 
publication. 


After  consultation  as  per  6.2.10  above,  the  texts, 
with  comments  where  necessary,  to  be  returned 
to  the  Ismailia  Association  for  Pakistan  by  31st 
October,  1975. 

0 2.12  The  Ismailia  Association,  for  Pakistan  to  send  the  . 
final  draft  texts  to  the  Co-ordinator  by  31st 
December,  1975. 


6,2.13  The  Co-ordinator  to  arrange  for  the  printing  of 
these  Firmans  for  release  to  the  Jamats  by 
31st  March,  1976. 
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6,2.14  The  Ismail m AfiEOCiatlon  for  Pakistan  tp 

arrange  for  the  final  texts  to  he  translated 
into  Urdu,  Gujrati  and  French  {the  latter  two 
through  the  Ismail ia  Associations  for  India  and 
Europe  respectively)  by  31st  March,  1976,  and 
for  the  translated  scripts  to  be  sent  to  the 
Co-ordinator , 


(iii)  Firmans  of  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam  yet  to  be  approved 

for  release: 

6,2*15  Texts  of  such  Firmans  to  be  sent  to  the  Co-ordinaLtor, 
together  with  the  original  tapes  for  verification  of 
the  transcript  ions,  by  30th  June,  1975, 

6,2,16  The  Co-ordinator  to  submit  to  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam 
by  Slot  December,  1975,  correctly  transcribed 
texts  of  these  Firmans  for  approval,  and  to  seek 
guidance  regarding  their  publication* 


(iv)  Future  Firmans  of  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam: 

6,2*17  Texts  of  Firmans  which  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam 

may  make  hereafter,  to  be  correctly  transcribed 
by  the  Is  mail  ia  Associations,  and  after  editing, 
in  consultation  with  their  respective  National/ 
Federal  Councils,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Co-ordinator,  together  with  the  original  tapes. 
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6.2.18 

j 

The  Co-ordlnalor  to  arrange  tlie  verUication 

of  the  transcriptions  and  to  s'ubmit  them  to 

Mowlana  Hazar  Imam  for  approval,  at  the 
same  time  seeking  guidance  regarding  their 

publication. 

(V) 

General: 

1 0.2.19 

Formal  publication  Lo  be  undortiiJ^orj  only  of 

Firmans  which  ilto  uJ  a universal  ruiLure, 

(1.2, 20 

Care  lo  be  tidcen  In  Lho  publlshlJig  of  Fir  mans 

which,  for  political  or  other  reasons,  may  be 

sensitive  In  certain  countries.  The  Ismail  la 

Associjitinns,  Iherofore,  to  consult  Lhoir 

respective  National /Federal  Councils  before 

publication  of  any  Firmans  is  under  taken* 

C.2,21 

The  Co-ordljiator  to  arrange  the  circulation  of  the 

finally  approved  texts  of  Firmans  to  all  Associations 
and  National /Federal  Councils, 

6.2.22 

The  Co-ordinator  also  to  arrange  the  circulation 

of  printed  volumes  of  the  Firmans  of  Mowlana 

Sultan  Mohamed  Shah,  mentioned  under  Items 

6,2,1  and  6*2,2  above,  to  all  Associations. 
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n.3 

Printing  of  GINANS 

The  classification  of 

Ginans  into  three  categories,  viz: 

Category  ’A’  : 

Ginans  with  no  Hindu  element 

Category  *B'  : 

Ginans  with  peripheral  Hindu  olomonl 

Category  'C  : 

Ginans  whicJi  are  rich  in  Hindu  elomonl 

l)reparod  by  the  lamalllii  AsBOCiation  for  India  wa/b  coneldorod, 
wheroaflor,  pursuant  to  Mowlana  Jia/.ar  Imam’s  ^idanco,  the 
following  was  RESOLVED: 


6.3.1  G inane  In  Category  ’A’  to  be  compiled  lor  printing 

by  the  Ismail i:i  Aeeociaiion  for  India,  and  draft  texts 
thereof  to  be  sent  to  all  Ismailla  Associations  by 
3011)  June,  1975.  After  agreement  amongst  the 
Aesociations  as  to  the  texts  of  the  Ginans  and  the 
model  for  printing,  the  final  materbil  to  bo  printed 
by  each  of  the  Ismailia  Associations  for  India, 
Pakistan  and  Tanzania,  and  to  be  made  available  to 
the  Jamats  by  31  st  August,  1975. 


6.3.2 


Ginans  in  Category  ’B’  to  be  studied  on  a case  by 
case  basis  by  the  Ismailia  Association  for  India  and 
thereafter  to  be  compiled  for  printing.  The  draft 
texts  to  be  sent  to  all  Ismailia  Associations  by  30th 
September,  1975.  After  agreement  amongst  the 
Associations  as  to  the  texts  of  the  Ginans  and  the 
model  for  printing,  the  final  materLal  to  bo  printed 
by  the  Ismailia  Associations  for  India,  Pakistan  and 
Tanzania,  and  to  be  made  a\'ailable  to  the  Jamats  by 
31st  December,  1975. 
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6.3.3  Notwithstanding  the  above^  a compilation  of  all 
G inane  in  Category  'B%  in  their  original  form, 
to  be  sent  by  the  Ismailia  Association  for  India 
to  the  Co-ordinator  by  31st  December,  1975, 

for  subsequent  transfer  to  the  Institute  of  Ismaill 
Studies , 

6.3.4  A compilation  of  all  Cinans  in  Calogory  'C\ 

in  their  original  form,  to  be  sent  by  the  Jamailia 
Assoc  hit  Ion  for  Inrihi  to  tho  Co-ordijialor  by  3 let 
December,  1975,  for  subsequent  transfer  to  the 
Institute  of  Ismalii  Studies, 

6-3,5  The  respective  Ismailia  Associations  lor  India  and 

Pakistan  to  consult  over  the  compilation  for  printing 
of  selected  verses  from  ’^SaJoka",  "Anant  Alchado" 
and  "Buj  Kiranjan'^  by  3ist  August,  1975,  After 
agreement  as  to  the  texts  and  model  for  printing, 
the  final  material  to  be  printed  by  each  of  the  two 
Associations  and  to  be  made  available  to  the  Jamats 
by  Gist  December,  1975. 

6.3.6  Each  Ismailia  Association  undertaking  the  printing 
of  Pirmans  and  Ginans  to  be  allowed  a working 
capital  of  £3,000, 

6.3.7  The  Co-ordinator  to  arrange  for  the  distribution  to 

all  other  Associations,  of  copies  of  the  printed  volumes 
of  the  Ginans  in  Categories  and  ’B',  as  also  of  the 
selected  verses  from  "'Sal oka”,  '"Anant  Akhado”  and 
”3uJ  Niranjan”, 
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7.  ADMISSION  INTO  THE  ISMAILI  FAITH 

After  a review  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Nairobi 
Conference,  and  pursuant  to  further  guidance  from  Mowlana  Hazar 
Imam,  it  was  RESOLVED  tliat  applications  received  from  non- 
Ismailis  wishing  to  embrace  the  Ismaili  faith  be  considered  in  the 
light  of  the  following  general  guide-lines: 

7.1  In  so  far  as  is  possible,  it  be  esiablis/icd  that  the 
application  is  motivated  by  feelings  of  genuine 
commitment  to  the  Ismaili  faith  rather  than  by 
factors  such  as  merely  marriage  to  an  Ismaili 
spouse . 

7.2  In  considering  each  application  witii  a view  to 
determining  the  suitability  or  otherwise  for  the 
applicant's  admission  to  the  Ismaili  faith,  factors 
such  as  his  general  character  and  personal  habits, 
his  emotional  background  and  his  attitude  to  religion 
in  general  be  considered. 

7.3  The  applicant's  familiarity  with,  and  commitment  to, 
the  principles  of  Islam  and  Ismailisni  be  determined. 

7.4  In  dealing  with  applications,  the  primary  concern  be 
that  the  stability  and  equilibrium  of  the  Jamat  are 
safe^arded. 

7.5  The  response  to  all  applications,  whether  in  the 
affirmative  or  negative,  be  quick. 

7.6  Each  application  be  considered  according  to  individp^lpatidar.com 
merits. 


www.realpatidar.com/library 

nnail#realpatidar.conn 


Page  53  of  64 


1975  -Ismaili  Paris  Conference  Minutes  [852] 


realpatidar.com 

7*7  Taking  acconni  of  the  factors  stated  above,  Uie 
response  be  sympathetic  as  far  as  possible* 

7*8  A comprehensive  coarse  in  Islam  and  Ismailism, 

to  be  undertaken  by  people  entering  the  Ismaili  faith, 
be  prepared  as  part  of  the  overall  programme  of 
religioiis  education. 

7*9  Once  a person  is  admitted  to  the  Ismaili  faith, 
he  be  treated,  in  all  respects,  as  an  Ismaili, 
without  any  discrimination  whatsoever. 

7*iO  Notwithstanding  the  above,  the  situation  be  avoided 

whereby  fresh  entrants  to  the  Ismaili  faith  undertake 
commitments,  or  are  given  responsibilities,  which 
they  either  do  not  understand  of  appreciate*  In  this 
context,  a period  of  three  years  be  allowed  to  elapse 
before  such  individuals  are  considered  for  entry  into 
any  Mandli* 

7*11  In  general,  the  attitude  towards  applicants  and  those 

who  axe  accepted  into  the  Ismaili  faith,  be  one  of  tact, 
considerat ion  and  sympathy. 

7.12  The  relevant  Councils  be  required  to  keep  a record  of  , 
Ismailis  marrying  non- Ismail  Is  to  ensure  that,  in  the 
event  of  future  difficulties,  the  interest  of  any  offspring 
could  be  safeguarded* 
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S.  ROLE  AND  STATUS  OF  ISAIAILIA  ASSOCIATIONS 


On  the  basis  of  the  recoir.mendations  of  the  Nairobi 
Coriference,  and  pursuant  to  further  guidance  received  irom  Mowlana 
Hazar  Imam,  the  following  was  RESOLVED: 

3,1  Nomenclature: 

All  Ismailia  Assoclaiions  to  mcorporate  the  name 
*'Hls  Highness  The  Aga  Khan"  In  their  nomenclature, 
and  to  use  Mowlana  Hazar  Imam's  crest  on  their 
stationery , 

S*2  Extension  of  Participation: 

In  areas  where  no  Is  mail  ia  Associations  exist, 
such  as  Iran,  S>’ria,  Afghanistan,  etc.,  any  other 
committees  or  bodies  established  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  responsibinties  similar  in  nature  to 
those  of  the  Is ma ilia  A^ssociations,  be  invited  to 
participate  in  future  Ismailia  Association  Conferences , 

8 . 3 Functions  of  the  Ismailia  Associations: 

8,3*1  The  Ismailia  Associations  to  be  responsible 
for  the  dissemination  of  religious  knowledge 
and  awareness  in  the  Jamat, 

S.3,2  The  Ismailia  Associations  to  be  responsible 
for  the  promotion  of  Waezeen  activities, 
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8.3:3 

In  the  matter  of  jG.ms.ti  religious  rites, 
ritiiais  and  cerenionieSj  the  Ismailia 

Associations  to  g:uide  the  Mukhi-Kamadia 

on  the  basis  of  ^^owlana  Haaar  Imamus 

guidance- 

S.3,4 

The  Ismaliia  Associations  to  be  responsible 
for  pubMcations  of  a religious  nature,  and 

to  woriv  Ui^der  supervision  of  tiie 

National /Federal  Councils  in  this  matter. 

8.3.5 

Ln  carrying  out  all  their  functions  and 

responsibilities,  the  Ismail ia  Associations 

to  remain  in  close  consultation  with  the 

National /Federal  Councils, 

S.3.6 

All  IsmaHia  Association  activities  to  be 

co-ordinated  InternatiDnally  through  regular 

meetings  and  conferences,  under  Mowlana 

Hazar  Imam's  guidance  and  through  the 

Co-ordinating  Office  created  for  this  purpose 

by  l^^owlana  nazar  jumam. 

8,4  Review  Meetings  zixd  Co-TTerences 


8.4.1 

Zonal  Meetings: 

(i)  Ismail ia  Association  Presidents  and/or 

Representatives  to  meet  on  a zonal  basis, 

at  least  once  every  year,  for  the  purpose 

of  reviewmg  the  progress  made  in 

various  areas  of  activity  and  Id  disfg§^atidar.COm 
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matters  of  mutual  interest.  The  zones 
agreed  upon  are: 

(a)  North  America  (USA  and  Canada) 

(b)  Europe  (Europe  and  the  UK) 

(c)  South  East  Asia  and  the  Middle  East 

(India,  Pakistan,  the  Middle  and 
Far  East,  etc) 

(d)  Airica 

(ii)  Each  Lnitial  zonal  meeting  to  be  convened 
by  the  under-mentioned,  who  will  also 
prepare  the  agenda: 

(a)  North  A^merica  Zone: 

Ismail ia  Association  for  Canada. 

(b)  Europe  Zone: 

Ismail  ia  Association  for  the  UK. 

(c)  South  East  Asia/Middie  East  Zone: 

Ismailia  A*ssociation  for  India. 

(d)  Africa  Zone: 

IsiiiaHia  A.ssociation  for  Kenya. 

(iii)  Details  in  respect  of  subsequent  zonal 
meetings  to  be  decided  during  the  first 
meeting. 

(iv)  Minutes  of  all  zonal  meetings  to  be 
circulated  to  Ismailia  Associations 
throughout  the  world  and  to  the  respective 
National /Federal  Councils,  as  well  as 

to  the  Co-ordinator. 
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1 

I 


53, 


6*4.2  Joint  Meetings: 

The  Presidents  S-od/or  rtepresentELtives  of 
all  Is  m2.  Ilia  Associations  throughout  the  vorld, 
together  with  delegates  representing  other 
bodies  as  stated  in  S.2  above,  to  meet 
at  least  once  in  every  two  years*  These 
meetings  to  be  convened  by  the  Co-ordinator 
of  Is ma Ilia  Association  activities,  who  will 
also  prepare  tne  agenda,  iv^inutes  oi  these 
meetings  to  be  circulated  to  all  Ismail  la 
AfiBociations  and  to  National/ Federal  Councils. 

S . 4 , 3 Meetings  Mowlana  liaaar  Imam: 

Requests  for  review  meetings  with  Mowlana 
Hazar  Imam,  if  and  when  required,  to  be  made 
on  the  bests  of  discussions  at  the  above- 
mentioned  }oint  meetings. 

Co-ordinating  Office: 

A Co-ordinating  Office  to  be  established  in  Nairobi 
under  the  general  supervision  of  Count  Sir  Eboo 
PirbhaTs  organization,  for  the  purpose  of  co-ordinating 
the  followmp  of  all  Ismailia  Association  programmes. 
Mowlana  Hazax  Imam  has  appointed  Hai  Eqbal  Rupani 
as  the  Co-ordinator  responsible  for  the  office . 
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